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Current trends in dynamic hotel design
created by British interior designers

There has been a recent upturn in appreciation of the work done
by British design practices on Japanese projects. Tokyo’s Station
Hotel, Palace Hotel and Conrad Hotel, for example, were all the
work of one of London's premier design teams.

Hotel design in Japan, which has now entered an age in which it
receives over 20 million inbound visitors per year, has undergone
something of a revolution. It is being strongly influenced by Hotel
design in the United Kingdom, which, despite having only half the
population of Japan, hosts 35 million inbound tourists every year.
London's hotels boast some of the most dynamic design in the
world, and currently demonstrate two major trends.

The first is a type of established space design, typical of older
and international luxury hotel chains, which have been created
through the joint efforts of many major design offices.

The other, which is clearly distinguished from this movement, is
the very individualized concept of the “designer’s hotel”, to which the
designer’s name is attached. This involves specific targeting within
a segmented market, allowing clear design concepts to be used to
introduce a new lifestyle to customers. These hotels are relatively
small-scale, having a maximum of a few hundred rooms, but the
role that this type of hotel plays is significant. They have been key in

revitalizing the London hotel market, to the point where staying in this
type of hotel has become an objective in itself — creating a category
known as “destination hotels”. Examples include Ham Yard Hotel and
Blakes Hotel, which bestow a certain status on the people staying
there, allowing them to create their own story.

This trend is now also common in New York, Paris, Amsterdam
and other mature hotel markets.

The most creative design studios, which are currently driving
this trend and which have the power to drive projects based on the
name of their designers, belong to the British Institute of Interior
Designers (BIID). Recent examples include the old Connaught
Hotel, which was given a major renovation under the leadership of
Guy Oliver, a BIID designer, in 2009. This prestigious, traditional
hotel was transformed into a hotel with innovative contemporary
design, and has achieved an entirely new position within the
market. In Japan, too, this new category, almost a “third wave™ of
hotel design, has begun to be seen not only in the major urban
areas but also regional cities, where design innovation and the
creation of a new hotels market, in which tourists demonstrate
significant economic weight, has led to further expectation that
Japan may soon reach an age of 40 million inbound visitors.
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Top:Corinthia Hotel became the top among 5-star hotels design with a
contemporary design based on the Grand Regency style which symbolizes the

d ¥ glorious history of British design. Design by David Collins
" g‘ Bottom : Designed by Kit Kemp, the darling of the London design world, this hotel has
L K been creating a storm of interest not only in Londen but also throughout the world.
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Gregory Phillips

Director of Gregory Phillips Architects

Gregory Philips has obtained an international reputation as a specialist in
housing and interior design. He is engaged in contemporary and luxurious
designs, and has also worked on a wide range of design genres, including
hotels, restaurants, art galleries, swimming pools and spas. Due to the
creativity of his work, he has gained strong support from his clients.

All of Gregory Phillips' projects are designed with the fundamental idea
that they should be totally practical, user-friendly and elegant, yet also
retain beauty as well. When he creates designs, he aims to take advantage
of an idea or series of ideas related to the context. If an existing building or

AL TLEWT site has some kind of inherent qualities, then he prefers to work with them.
When an architect uses interior as his The beauty of the way light enters a space, appreciation for the texture of
sword, he shows us the possibility of materials, views, and the relationships between experiences; these are the
Erenting a-space comiining & age S tools belonging to an architect that can create their own designs.
color and texture. He holds admirable
Gregory has not yet worked within Japan. However, he has been

skills being able to balance personal
fashion with his designs. working with Haruo Morishima, an architect and restaurant consuitant,

which has fostered his interest in Japan.
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Noriko Sawayama
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As a specialist in hotel design, She serve
between the United Kingdom and Japan
Noriko Sawayama _ﬂ,__-/

Director of London Interior Design Office, Noriko Sawayama Design & Associgtes Lid.
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Working in both Japan and the UK, she has come to understand . T g A N 15 494 5 C4 5 Design and Architecture
the differences in clients' expectations between the countries. So d o e _' . Avard A8, EE—RESER. HFHTS
one of the strengths of her designs is flexibility. However, given her ’ = : v WS b7 L Howz R Homify TOISEGE,
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Japanese background, she specializes in the technique of blendin: : ;
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traditional Japanese beauty into Western style interiors. 1. BEMAEA—ATBTHF

She has an extensive career, having worked as cabin crew
and management consultant. She has gained a variety of skills, —~ 3 . , | ' | This nidus interisr With orotal tracktioral
including interior design, lighting design, soft furnishing and decorative " : i 3 _ : . o S crafts in a western space creates an
painting at colleges and graduate schools in London. Owing to her . yy eclectic blend, was selected as a winner

. . . . . . of the world's most prestige Design and
career, she is demonstrating her multiple talents in a variety of fields, scRitactire ANarl 2b joll 45 baing
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as an interior designer, furniture designer, design consultant, and ! - s oL BT f (T - - - I _ featured in Britain leading magazine and a
interior journalist. "The backbone of my design lies in space planning, N : _ ' i SR g i L ! R R J . global platform Houzz and Homify, bringing
knowledge of trends and products, the process of design creation ' : = ' A\ | Japa,n I.s trac.“ﬁonal .Craﬂs dpsign niematonal

: i g 4 . " A | receiving high reviews. The mature sense
and presentation, and the expression of the Japanese culture. \ i~ o L by P C _ e : = 7 of aligning the east and west proves the
So | always pursue work that is unique and that only | can create." R 2 7 ) N i : i B __ = ‘trile value of designer with the base of both
She says that she is particularly interested in working as a design ' ' - pr L R 4 e . : Pl : L Japanese and English.

consultant and working on the total design of hotels in the future.
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British interior designers handle various types of projects no matter if
they are for residential houses or commercial buildings. Consequently,
the design of a top-class residence will have a dining area that feels like
a restaurant, a living room that looks like the lobby of a hotel and a study
that is like a library. In Japan where “Galapagosization™ takes place, the
market is flooded with awkward imitations and genuine interior designs are
precisely the “weapon” that differentiates the two.
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Clockwise from Top: Epoch-making bar space by Stephen
Ryan. / Stylish sushi bar in London City by Noriko
Sawayama. / Hotal lounge that accumulated Japan's beauty
by Toshinori Okino (llya Inc.). ©Macasa & Partners Inc. /
Claridge's Hotel Dining Room by Guy Oliver.
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Designing the interior of private jets and large yachts is the
forte of British designers.

Wihe Guy Oliver TH- 2
Both designed by Guy Oliver.
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What spas and salons are looking for is a world
that is dazzling and extraordinary. The multiple
changes of scene will bring one from his or her
usual daily life into an extraordinary world. The
imaginative wings that brings about one’s special
view of the world is a symbol of the many designs
that have been prompted.
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Top: Hot spring facility by Teshineri Okino{llya Inc.).
ENacasa & Partners Inc. /Bottom Lesft: Enjoy the traditional
craft space of the spa in Capitol Hotel Tokyu. /Bottom
Right; Spa with the classic feminine style creates a different
dimensional space. Both designed by Noriko Sawayama.
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This field is closely related to
the interior design of theaters,
and from the space design to the
finishing touch, the ability to perform
everything perfectly is necessary.
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The record sales achieved
by the model room of the
Kyote Qike Pretinage
Mansion by Noriko
Sawayama has become
a topic. That design has
proven her ability.
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